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TO THE 


In e your Lordſhip 1 mean to 
| be. underſtood to addreſs as well the Ad- 
miniſtration of Ireland as that of Great 
Britain. I do it with the greater confi- 
' dence, that as the <clearneſs, the fulneſs 
and decifion of your, conduct are a ſhield 
to you againſt every poſſible doubt on the 
part of Ireland, they are a ſecurity to me 
againſt every poſſible miſconception upon 
your part. If the line of filent unanimity 
judiciouſly recommended from the Trea- 
fury Bench, on Wedneſday laſt, had been 
followed, I ſhould not now trouble your 
Lordſhip, fully conſcious that things could 
not he better than well. But when at- 


tempts have been made to treat the folemn 


| yoice of the nation as the outcry of Private 
Aa views 
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views or partial A when it has 


been ſeriouſly advanced, that to fatisfy the 


conſtitutional requiſition of the people of 
Ireland is to inſult the conſtitutional par- 
liament of Ireland ; when every principle 
of argument has been tortured to pervert 
a meaſure as dignified as it is juſt, as re- 


ſpectful as it is reſpectable; in a word, to 
diſprove the neceſſity of the meaſure, in 
order to arraign the patrons of it; it then 
becomes the duty of every man, but moſt 


of all of me, from the early warning I. gave 55 5 


to Ireland, of the neceſſity of further ex- 


planation, to bear teſtimony to it; a teſti- 


mony which Ireland has already confirmed 
by a majority in effect more than tanta- 


mount to unanimity. I truſt I need not 


apprize your Lordſhip, I do not ſtand forth 


to juſtify you and your colleagues in office. 
Did the circumſtance require it, you could 


not be at a loſs for more able advocates. 
My ſole object is to ſhew that the requiſi- 
tion of further explanation is the requiſt- 
tion not of faction, but of wiſdom; that | 


it is the vox Papuli of Ireland, that is to 


ſay, 


i * 
« . * 
2 
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aß, the ed of ſolid. ſenſe; ſound prin- 


<iple, and unbiaſſed judgment; but when 
truth and reaſon on the one part meet with 


juſtice on the other, the defence of the one 


is the juſtification of both. Did any man 
heretofore imagine he entertained a doubt 
of the inſufficiency of the repeal of the 6th 
of Geo. Iſt, as a renunciation in toto of the 
claim and exerciſe of legiſlation, the queſ- 
tion put on Wedneſday laſt to Mr. Secre- 
tary Townſhend, by a gentleman * 
in eſtabliſhed profeſſional character *, no 
longer leaves it in the power of ſuch a man 


to deceive. himſelf or to attempt to delude 


other men. The learned gentleman deſired 
" +£0;;0E- infarmed by the Treaſury Bench, 


whether or no it 1s the intention of admini- 


tration 70 give up the Juperoutongeng power of 


the Britiſh Parliament, to mate laws vind- 


ing upon Ireland at all times, and in every Polſi- 
ble or ſuppoſable caſe that can ariſe? A queſ- 
tion which contains a code of illuſtration. 
It ſpeaks conviction to every man who is 


not loſt to candor. A queſtion, which I 
40 confeſs, prima facie, filled my mind 


* Mr. M- Donald. 
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with dilguſt, but which has upon reflec- 
tion impreſſed me with veneration for the 
author of it; a veneration not to be ſur- 


paſſed or equalled, fave only by that which 


the reply excited in my breaſt. Mr. Se- 
cretary Townſhend's anſwer was, Our mean- 
ing is for ever to eftabliſh the excluſive compe- 
tency of the Iriſh Parliament over Ireland in 
matters of legiſlation, at all times, and in eve- 
Ty foſible and ſuppofable caſe that can ariſex. 
However accuftomed I may be to the 


voice of bold aſſertion, the charge of pre- 


cipitation in this great ſyſtematic proceed- 


ing did, I confeſs, aſtonith me: the retort 
would indeed have been in point. 


To recal at a moment's warning, and at 


2 delicate period, yet under no preſſure of 
circumſtance, the chief governor of a great 


and important country, who by the well 


poiſed exerciſe of moderation and authority 


had al ready eftabliſhed private and public 


reſpect, was, as I CONCEIVE, an act of pre- 


* Such was the queſtion put by Mr. M- Donald, and 
fach the anſweß made by Mr. Secretary Townſhend, 


touching legiſlation, ſo far as my underſtanding did ena. 
ble me to collect them, 
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. of precipitation. 


J 


; cipitation. To replace him by a ſucceſſor 


who, from the nature of things, muſt be 


totally unacquainted with, and unknown 
to that country, was, as I conceive, another 


act of precipitation. 


Jo anticipate enquiry, by g 
even the arrival of that noble Duke was, 
I conceive, a third act of precipitation. 


To throw government and the kingdom 


without reſerve into the arms of a ſingle 
individual, however popular in his perſon 
or captivating in his talents, thus narrow- 
ing the great national baſis to the faculties 
of one man, expoſing, I may ſay, the Em- 
pire to all the conſequences of poſſible in- 
_ diſcretion, confidence, want of legal know- 
ledge, political ability, or conſtancy of 
mind. To ſubmit to the peremptory man- 
date of a ſhort day from that individual 


whoſe omnipotence, they well knew, hung 


upon their own. nod, thus precluding the 


voice of the nation at large ; that wiſdom 


which is ever the reſult of deliberation, 
that truth which derives from oppoſed opi- 


nions; theſe it muſt be acknowledged were 


To 
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8 
To call upon the Parliament of Ireland 
on the 17th of April to ſtate at the inſtant 
all her grievances; to tell the Commons of 
Ireland upon the 27th of May, that they 
muſt decide upon the moment ; that they 
were already at the ratification of the trea- 
ty; when the King's Miniſters, the Britiſh" 
Parliament, and the King's repreſentative 
had but two hours before told both Lords 
and Commons from the Throne, they were 
only at the preliminaries of the treaty ; 
thus transferring the ultimatum Ireland had 
given in with reſpe& to the meaſure of her 
grievances, to the meaſure of ſecurity to 
which ſhe had not tied herſelf down; vain- 
ly endeavouring, by arbitrary conſtruction, 
on the 28th of May, to defeat the great end 
and ſpirit of the propoſitions of the 17th 
of April. To affect to wind up upon the 
faith of nations a great conſtitutional ar- 
rangement between two fiſter kingdoms, 
conſtituting one and the | fame” Empire 
to wind it up upon the faith of nations, in 
other words, upon the faith of arms, leav- 
ing the line of conſtruction Yague; the lines 


of 


„ 
ot claim and diſavowal equivocal, the mea- 
ſure of ſecurity unaſcertained. Thus add- 
ing the ſtimulus of perſonal qui vive to 
the national ſuſceptibility of Britiſh pride 


and Iriſh jealouſy !—lIreland, thus ſurpriſ- 


ed, baffled, and deſerted, cried out in a 
maze of diſtraction, doubt and horror; if 


this be not conſummate precipitation, it is 
conſummate deep deſign. 


I will paſs over the raſh and weak mea- 


ſore of raiſing five fencible regiments 
as inſulting in its avowed object, as diſ- 
proportioned to its occult purpoſes ; un- 
leſs indeed its eſſential purpoſe was there- 
by to eſtabliſh at once a precedent and 


chain of colluſion, under the ſhadow of 


which, the efficient Miniſter might ex- 
erciſe the authority of the executive to 
the excluſion of the ſuperintending con- 
troul of the Parliament of Ireland over 


the encreaſe of the military eſtabliſhment 


for Ireland, to the excluſion of the fuper- 
intending controul of the Parliament of 
Great Britain over the encreaſe of the mi- 
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litary eſtabliſhment throughout the reſt 


Emp ire. 
Were I to extend my views to the 


arbitrary ule which was made of the 


executive upon other ſubjects, I could eſ- 


tiblich the charge of precipitation upon 
proof of reverſal *. But I ſhall be told we 
are not to judge of the man by his mea- 
ſures, but of the meaſures by the man. I. 
will ſubferibe to the doctrine; for to be 
juſt, I do not conſider the noble Duke the 


author of thoſe things which were prac- 
tiſed under colour of his authority. My 
only complaint affecting that noble Duke 
is, that having taken on the ſacred truſt of 


repreſentative of his Sovereign, he did not 
for ever keep before his eyes that ſacred 
maxim in law: „ That 4 delegated pawer- 


may not ſuffer delegation.” The doubts of 


Ireland did not then (as 1s pretended): 
ariſe from change of Miniſters, but from 


* The tranſaction reſpecting the Poſt-Office of Ireland 
is a matter of ſuch notoriety, that it is as unneceſſary as it 
would be indelicate to dwell upon this point. 


change 


ir 


change of men, of principles, and of con- 


duct. Her doubts are founded on their 


abdication of themſelves, not of their of- 


fice, upon their departure from their own 


profeſſions.—I will not deceive your Lord- 


hip; Ireland is too able a Miniſter to 


trouble herſelf who are or who are not the 


Miniſters. The hon. gentleman now 
Knows it full well. And therein conſiſts 
the ſum of her offending. 


The next affertion is, that the repeal 


of the th of Geo. fſt was accepted by 
the unanimous voice of the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment as a full completion of the pro- 
poſitions of the 17th of April, and in 
full ſatisfaction of all their wiſhes ; 


in ſupport of which aſſertion a partial 
paragraph was partially ftated out of the 


addreſs of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons. 
But the hon. Gentleman who made the 


aſſertion e'er he can eftablith it mult firſt 
ſucceed in reforming the Britiſh conſtitu- 


tion by virtually aboliſhing one of the bo- 


dies of the legiſlature. Had he condeſcend- 
0 as a matter of form when in office to caſt 


B 2 his 
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his eyes upon the oa of the Iriſh Houſe 
of Lords, he would have found a living 
record in direct contradiction to his aſſer- 
tion in point of fact, that Houſe hav- 


ing at my humble inſtigation adopted an 


amendment expreſsly and avowedly cal- 
culated to keep the ſubject open to that 
final explanation, which is now about to 3 
take place. It is worthy attention, that 
the amendment to which J allude is to be 


found in the correlative ſentence in the Ad- 


dreſs of the Lords, to that which the hon. 


| gentleman quoted from the Addreſs of the 
Commons. 


Another aſſertion i is, that the coalition 
of further explanation muſt be a trick. 
It cannot be at this day the voice of Ire- 
land, becauſe it originated with a few, at 


that day unavowed by the people, diſa- 


vowed by government, in conſtruction of 


influence men of obſcure low eſtate. I 
could adduce a precedent in point, but 
the hon. gentleman who made the aſſertion 


might perhaps call the precedent itſelf 


a trick likewiſe; I ſhall therefore en: 


deayour 


1 
deavour to anſwer aſſertion by argument, 
and . ſhall make bold to ſay, that with 


reſpect to the origin or adoption of 
the requiſition in the Houſe of Commons, 


combining quality with numbers, its ori- 
gin was highly reſpectable. From whom 
did it proceed in the Commons ? from Mr. 
Flood ;—from Mr. Walſh ; a gentleman of 

approved legal as well as parhamentary 
knowledge ;— from the Recorder of the 
City of Dublin; to whom, I may add 


Mr. Montgomery, member'for the coun- 


ty of Donegal, a man of as ſubſtantive an 


_ underſtanding and inveſtigating mind as 
exiſts. I will humbly atk with whom 
did it originate in the Lords? Why! by 


adoption with the whole Houſe. Such 
is the origin of this national requiſition, the 
legitimacy of which ſtands thus impeached. - 
The hon. gentleman might fairly have 
deduced from the circumſtantial ſituation 
of thoſe with whom this requiſition had 
its riſe, a concluſion ſtrongly in favor of 
it. He might have reaſoned thus. With 
whom did it originate? In the Lords, 
„„ With 
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with Lord Bellamont, a man who la- 
bored under popular miſconception. In 
the Commons with Mr. Flood, who had 
to combat popular miſrepreſentation; with 
Mr. Walſh, whoſe abilities on the hour 
point him out as an object of juſt jealouſy 
to every riſing man at the bar, to every 


profeſſional man in Parliament; with Mr. 


Recorder, who ex officio conld not ſteer 


clear of opponents upon the ſpot ; with 


Mr. Montgomery, who as a repreſentative 
of one of the moſt independent and tena- 
cCious counties in the kingdom, is for ever 
in the line of fire, not only from the views 
of thoſe who oppoſe him, but alſo from 
the expectations of thoſe who ſupport him, 
The honourable gentleman might from 
hence have fairly aſſerted, that if this now 
| great national requiſition had not carried 
with it the indefeaſible impreſſion of truth, 


it muſt have fallen a victim to the machi- 


nations of perſonal attack, though it had 


eſcaped the anathema of the The dixit of 
the day. Such is the concluſion the people 


of Ireland might have expected from pro- 
feſſions 
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felons which have been made. But! forget; 
there are men who hold profeſſions in con- 


tempt. Toabetevery claim, and to undermine 
every ſecurity with conſiſtency and prin- 
ciple, 1 is the peculiar attribute of a choſen 


few. Once more I ſhall be told, we are 


not to judge of the man by his meaſures, 


but of the meaſures by the man. — Once 
more I do ſubſcribe to the doctrine. 
Having thus, my Lord, endeavoured to 


fatisfy the powerful objections which have 
been urged againſt the bill, I ſhall take 


leave to ſubmit what I conceive to be ne- 
ceſſary i in order to carry the great object of 


it into effect. I feel myſelf authoriſed in 
ſo doing, by the difficulties which have 
been already thrown in the way of the 
meaſure “; to which I may add, the opi- 
nions of the publick in general, ſo far as I 
have been able to collect them without 


have paſſed over an expedient which was propoſed . 


to ſatisfy by an explanatory reſolution of one or both. 
Houſes of Parliament thoſe doubts, which the repeal of 
an ad. of Parliament had not been able to remove. | 


doors, 
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WE 
doors, as to the terms which they con- 
ceive will be competent to fatisfy all 
doubts. The avowed object of Admi- 
iſtration - is, to give entire and perma- 
nent ſatisfaction to Ireland. We are bound 
to believe you are as fincere with regard to 
the permanency, as to the extent of the 
ſatisfaction you mean to give. Were we 


diſpoſed to withhold the tribute due to 


juſtice, we ſhould in ſo doing per force 
acknowledge that which is Jus 66 wiſdom ; 
ſince to give ſatisfaction without eſtabliſh- 
ing permanency, would be a vain attempt. 

IJ am fully aware how diffieult the taſk, 


how nice the proceeding, even at this 


happy juncture of mutual good underſtand- 


ing and confidence; to conciliate Britiſh 


pride with Iriſh feelings; to relinquiſh 


every future claim without criminating the 


former exerciſe of the power : in a word, 


ſo to qualify conceſſion, as to preſerve the 
dignity of one country without narrowing 
the ſecurity of the other. Your Lordſhip 
ſees more clearly than I can point out, the 
Juſt medium conſiſts ſo to model the bill, 
that 


move are now matter of notoriety. 
not ſtate them. 


189 1 


that in enacting what ſhall be for ever the 


7 ſituation of Great Britain with regard to 


Ireland, no pointed implication be con- 
tained in the act, that it has ever been 
otherwiſe. 

The doubts which it is intended to re- 
1 need 


The remedy which 3 have heard ſug⸗ 


ban e, 16)boing eee 10 


ſeatisfy thoſe doubts reſpecting legiſlation, to 

Which I confine myſelf is, that it be 
I - enacted that Great Britain will not, from 
5 and after the paſſing of the act, &c. 


-* exerciſe legiſlation over Ireland. 


Should 


any attempt be made to narrow the tenor of 


Se, 25 ef 4 « & ” 
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the bill to thoſe terms, I am bound W 
apprize your Lordſhip, it will not reach 
the end propoſed. 

_ every poſſible advantage, I will endeavour 
do ſtate the ſubject to your Lordſhip, in the 
manner in which I conceive the advocates 
for thoſe terms would ſtate it tö me. — 
They would fay ; the complaints of Ire- 


In order to give them 


land with regard to legiſlation a are twofold; 
= the 
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. 
the claim, and the exerciſe. With reſpect 


to the claim, it is already given up by the 
repeal of the 6th of Geo. the I ſt, which 


alone in letter claimed it. With regard to 
the exerciſe, the bill in agitation puts an 
end to it for ever. My anſwer is, I do 


admit the premiſes, but I deny the con- 
cluſion. With reſpect to the repeal of the 
th of Geo. the 1ſt, ſo long as the faculty 


of the exerciſe farvived; the claim could 
not in any conſtruction of law be ſaid to be 
given up. With regard to the terms ſug- 


geſted, theſe very terms by which they 


contend to wu up the exerciſe, keep alive 
the claim. The fact is, neither can be 
given up ſeparately. To validate the de- 
reliction of either, Great Britain muſt by 


one and the ſame act conjointly relinquiſh, 
or conjointly tie herſelf up for ever as to 


both. It will be objected by thoſe who 
wiſh to defeat the intention of the bill, 
that though the bill be conceived in the 
terms ſuggeſted by them, Great Britain, . 
in order to act con ſiſtently even in breach 


of faith, muſt repeal the act ere ſhe could 


attempt 


49 


attempt to revive the exerciſe. That the 


ſame unprincipled ſet of men who would 
attempt to repeal an act conceived in thofe 
terms, would not ſcruple to repeal an act 
conceived in any terms. That no act can 


paſs, which the ſame power that made it 
cannot repeal; with all the train of 


wretched abſtract argument ever employed 
to cover an inſidious proceeding, or to 
countenance a weak one. — To ſuch men 1 


ſhall reply; that as mankind are more weak 


than wicked even among the depraved and 
= deſperate, they are more crafty than daring. 


Do you, my Lord, intrench Ireland 
againſt miſconſtruction, ſhe ſhall take 


chance for open violation ; a maxim which 


applies to every condition civil or political, 


but more eſpecially to the relative ſituation 
and relative conſtitution of Great Britain 


and Ireland, from various reafons, which 

I doubt not it will ever be unneceſſary to 
ſet forth, but of which the ſtateſman may 
not loſe fight, in the act of forming that 
= final explanation which is to do them away 
for ever. 


ÿů˙ 1 


to make the comment. 


2 ] 


It ſtill remains to ſhew your Lordſhip, 


that the reaſon aſſigned, and the argument 
adduced, in ſupport of modelling the bill 
as I have ſtated to have heard ſuggeſted, 


are equally inapplicable. The reaſon aſ- 
ſigned i is, that ſuch are the words of the 
bill, by which it was intended to have 
ſecured legiſlative independence to Ame- 


rica; the argument, that it is dangerous 
to adopt novel words or forms in matters of 


law. With regard to the one, I leave to 
your Lordſhip's own judgment and feelings 
With reſpect to 
the other; my anſwer is, the proceeding 
is in itſelf original, the precedent quoted 
never took place; and if it had, diſparity 


of circumſtances would forbid it to apply. 


But my objection is not an objection merely : 


of form, of national delicacy or conſtitu- 


tional etiquette ; it is, as I truſt J have al- 

ready ſhewn, an objecti ion of conſtitutional 
ſubſtance; inſomuch that were I a native of 
a remote. Britiſh province, authentically 
treating with Great Britain for legiſlative 
independence to that province, that is to 


lay, 


[ ar) 


fay, a man claiming Britiſh liberty upon 


the baſis of common law alone, I would not 


ſet my name to ſuch ſecurity. Can it then 
be ſuppoſed that the kingdom of Ireland, 


| whoſe legiſlature as her conſtitution itſelf 
is a faithful tranſcript of that of Great 
Britain, the origin of the former cocval 
with, if not antecedent to the ratification 
of the latter, the One and the other at this 
day holding under one and the ſame Great 


Charter; can it, J ſay, be ſuppoſed that 
the kingdom of Ireland, thus founded in 


her claim by her Charter, would accept 
the dereliction of the exerciſe upon terms 
which would impliedly cancel that charter, 
by impliedly admitting the claim ? Should 


the bill be conceived in uch terms, it 


would not be an acknowledgment of the 


political teſtament of Henry II. and his 


ſucceſſors down to the ever honoured Ed- 


ward III. It would be a perſonal obliga- 
tion only in favour of Ireland, that the 
Britiſh Parliament will not henceforward 


attempt to ſet aſide the intention of the 
teſtator; not a real participation in that 


in!. eritance 
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inheritance; to which Great Britain, rifing 


ſuperior to herſelf, no longer conſiders 


herſelf ſole heireſs at law. 
It has been aſked, © Where will the 


demands of Ireland ſtop, a reference by 


Writ of Error was not included in her 
claims of renunciation I do admit it— 
The honourable gentleman „ has his 
doubts whether even now it be fo much 


complained of THERE as HERE !”—T do 
not controvert it.—But is this the time for 


Him to make the obſervation ?—If he be 


founded in his aſſertion, and I do not fay 
he is not; He ſhould addreſs himſelf to 
Thoſe IE he enabled to outſtrip the 
ſenſe of the nation. The ſubject no longer 


ſtands upon the ground on which it then 
ſtood. A reference by Writ of Error was 
then at once the law and conſtitution of 
Ireland. —It now no longer is her law. 

It has been faid, This buſineſs muſt have 
an end ſome time or other. Ireland ſays ſo 
too—emphatically ſays it. For I call upon 
any man to point out to me, if he can, one 
fingle article at this wy demanded by Ire- 

; land. : 
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land, in addition to thoſe contained in the 


parliamentary propoſitions of the 17th of 
April, diſtinctively called the ultimatum of 
Ireland, and in the ſubſequent proceedings 
of her Parliament. Deprived by the event 
of that conſtitutional medium, her entire ef- 


forts are confined and directed to the com- 
pletion of that altimatum and of thoſe ſub- 


a proceedings. 


The Volunteers of kb for I may 


now indulge that genuine enthuſiaſm which 
no man ever felt with more national pride ; 


1 ; though my taſk forbad me till this mo- 
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ment to give it vent ; having left to other 
men the more pleaſing office of calling forth 


the high ſpirit of my country; whilſt I re- 


ſerved to myſelf the ungrateful duty, of re- 
gulating and directing their patriotic ardor 
to its great ultimate object. What is at 
this day the language of thoſe reſpectable 


bodies of men? I fay reſpectable from 
their numbers; reſpectable from the men 


of whom they are compoſed; reſpectable 
from their perſevering Walt and diſcipline; 


yet 


1724+] 


yet infinitely more reſpectable from their | 


principles and conduct. Again I aſk what 
is the language of the Volunteers of Ire- 
land at this day? Confident in the rights 
of Ireland, confident in her faculty of 
maintaining thoſe rights, though more 
than deaf to the eſtabliſhed policy of 
Europe; confident above all in the recog- 
nized juſtice of thoſe rights; ratified by 


his ſacred Majeſty from the Throne, re- 


echoed by the Lords and Commons of 
Great Britain. In theſe lofty circumſtan-. 
ces, placed upon the flattering but critical 


pinnacle of the faith of nations; in other 
words, of the faith of arms. What is 


the language of thoſe deſcendants of Bri- 
tain, of thoſe ſons of Ireland, to whom 
arms are a ſecond nature ?—lt is thus they 


addreſs Great Britain:—* Connected with 
you by blood, attached to you by affection, 


rivitted to you by analogy of conſtitution 
and annexation to the Crown—as you pol- 


ſefling every benefit of the all-glorious Re- 


volution, with you enjoying every blefling 


derived under the ever-memorable and il- 
| luſtrious 


13 


luſtrious Hanover Succeſſion; we will not 
reſt our mutual adherence upon the thorny 


= tenure of the faith of Nations. We call 


upon you to cement us by a nearer bond of 


union, by ties more conſonant to our feel- 


ings towards you; that blending our hands 


gf with your hands, our hearts with your 


hearts, our ſwords with your ſwords, we. 
may for ever ſilence every attempt of un- 


1 principled men, whether at this or from 


that ſide of the water, to diſturb us by 


faction at home ; we may for ever filence 
every hope in every foreign power, to diſu- 
nite us by ſeduction from abroad. Do the 


honor and intereſts of the Britiſh Empire 


call upon you to continue the war? Let the 


Known world unequivocally know we are 


armed only in. order to ſecond your arms. 


Do the voice of humanity and proffer- 
ed terms of adequate dignity diſpoſe you to 


liſten to peace? Let every belligerent and 


every neutral power recollect, the Energy of 


Ireland is indiſſolubly added to the Autho- 
rity of the Britiſh State. Such is the 
Requiſition of the Volunteers of Ireland 
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to Git Britain, and ſuch the ſituation 
in which they prefer that requeſt. It has 
nevertheleſs been faid; Miniſters muſt come 
to a reſolution of making a ſtand ſome- 
where. You, my Lord, fay ſo too, but 
in terms how different from thoſe in which 


it has been ſaid? Not in terms which by 


predicting future diſcontent, ſow the bane- 


ful ſeed of diſcord in the prolific 1 ſoil of 
doubt; but in terms which for ever era- 
dicating the cauſe for ever prevent the 
re- production of the effect Let no man 


then prefume to inſinuate that Ireland, or 
the Volunteers of Ireland with the humi- 


| liation of Great Britain; or t that you, my 
Lord, and your colleagues would gratify 


them, if they did with it. Jealous of her 


own honor, Ireland is equally jealous of 
Britiſh honor, which is now become her's, 


and ample juſtice is ever the characteriſtic 


of magnanimit y, not the expreſſion of com- 
pulſion. The juſtice of the meaſure al- 


ready ſanctified, every principle authoriſes, 
nay calls upon you to enrol that ſanction, 
in terms moſt prock againſt human frailty, 


and 


. 


and the delapidations of time. Were Great 
Britain actuated by policy, not juſtice, that 
principle would dictate with equal force; 


for if it be a meaſure of wiſdom to purchaſe 
the ſatisfaction of Ireland and permanent 
union at that price, would it not be the 
extreme of folly to ſtop ſhort of thoſe terms 


* which can alone enſure them for ever? 


In fine, my Lord, it is contended the 


claim is already relinquiſhed. It is admit- 


ted the exerciſe is now to be given up. On 


you, my Lord, it reſts, under the equal 


hand of our all- guardian Sovereign, ſo to 
combine the one with the other, that ſe- 


curity ſhall ariſe from doubt, and harmony 


from diſcord, an ever-living monument to 


8 
vn 


truth, reaſon, wiſdom, 3 honor. 


27th January, 1783, 
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"” Thr order of the-dey. brag; caliet and - 
read, for taking his Majeſty's Meſſage into 


conſideration, for the Houſe to conſider the 


74 grievances of the nation, and the amend- 


ment which accor dingly took . having 
been propoſed, 


As ſoon as the Lord n who 


followed the Lords Farnham, Os, 
&c. had fat down, 


= The Earl of Bellamont DL up and ſpoke 
9 1 as follows: He ſaid, however bright the 


talents, however elevated the imagination, 


however ſtrong the expreſſions with which 


- . noble 
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noble Lords had ſupported the amendment, 
they had not roſe equal to his expectations. 
He did expect this all-inclufive ſubject 
would have been uſhered in with the elo- 
quence of filence, would have been carried 
through with the energy of unanimity, he 
did at leaſt expect, that if perchance any 
noble Lord ſhould indulge his feelings, he 
would have done it in effuſions of heartfelt 
fatisfaction, not in murmurings of in- 
vidious crimination. He faid he had 
this night heard the late adminiſtration 


of this kingdom traduced, the Houſe of 
Commons in its majority traduced, the 


Houſe of Lords almoſt to a man traduced, 


nay more, the people and kingdom of Ire- 
land not only traduced but annihilated, for 
that great work in which every man and 
body of men throughout the kingdom had 


in their reſpective departments, their re- 


ſpective ſhare, he had heard treated as the 


act of one man alone. He faid that the 
miſcellaneous turn which the debate had 


_ taken this day, a day of all others, which 


Rand have e every tendeney to it, 
e 


N 1 
left him at a loſs where to begin his reply; 


he would therefore endeayour to follow no- 
ble Lords in the order in which they had 


proceeded, and truſted he would ſtand par: 


doned-if he did advert to the commence- 


72 ment of the preſent ſeſſion. To begin 
then with the Earl of Carlifle, he did pre- 
- miſe, that of the many favours that had 


been grecioufly conferred upon him, he did 


I and he were perfect ſtrangers, politically 
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not ſtand indebted to that noble Lord or 
his adminiſtration for the ſmalleſt particle 
cf them, neither was he a poſtulant or ex- 
pectant for any whatever, that he held them 
from his Royal Maſter, though he ſhould 
ver feel the honour with which the Britiſh 
Miniſter ſeconded and carried into execu- 

tion his Majeſty's gracious purpoſes ; he 
mentioned this only to ſhew, that what- 
ever may be his opinion . with reſpect to 
ls Carlifle, it is not founded in obliga- 


tion. 


He ſaid, that when 5 1 to this 
kingdom in Auguſt laſt, that noble Lord 


| #raking perfect ſtrangers, he fad that b 
nate 
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nature ſlow of faith, he was not dazzled 
by the eclat of attributes with which that 


noble Lord had come environed, though he 
fince had proof that he poſſeſſed every eſ- 
ſential quality which had been attributed to 
him, he further acknowledged that the firſt 
political a& of his Lordſhip's adminiſtra- 

tion did not prepoſſeſs him in favour of his 
political abilities, he meant the terms in 


which the proffered ſervices of the Volun- 
teers of Ireland had been accepted when 


invaſion threatened ; he did think that ſuch 
ſervices merited to be acknowledged i in the 
terms in which they had been offered, that 
they qualified informality itſelf ; he faid, 
mark me well, my Lords, I do repeat it, 


for I mean not to retract from any princi- 


ple J have ever advanced upon the ſubject 
in this Houſe ; I do fay, that ſuch gallant 


ſervices tendered at ſuch a criſis, with fo 


much loyalty and zeal, qualified conſtitu- ; 
tional informality itſelf; he faid he did 


therefore conſider the caution of - govern- 


ment upon this ſubject a fine-ſpun polic Y. il 
that Is to be bad d policy, and when he 


faw 


7 n 
” fawaRight Honourable Gentleman in the 
Lower Houſe, after having with the con- 
currence of government, moved an Ad- 
dtreſs of Thanks to the King, riſe up in his 
> = place and move a Vote of Thanks to the 
k Volunteers of Ireland, in terms different 
from thoſe in which Government itſelf had 
thanked them, he did think that policy ſtill 
more refined, that i is to fay, {till worſe. 

Not forward to obtrude his advice, and 
1 2 feeling himſelf unauthoriſed to offer it, for 
= he had not been more than twice at the 
e Caſtle, the firſt time in duty, the ſecond | 
t. time in obedience, though then above two i 
wionths in the n he ſtood forth a 
3 5 ſelf- devoted victim to conciliate that which 
1 / he did lament he had not the power to rec- 
R tify, and in order to maintain a conſiſtency 
t in the State, he did in this Houſe refuſe his 
99 Vote of Thanks to the Volunteers of Ire- 
BW land, becauſe they were moved for in terms 
d ve different from thoſe in which Government 
_ == had thanked them, though he did at the 
7, 1 very moment ſympathize with thoſe valua- 
e © ble bodies of men in every virtuous feeling, 
1 7 | ; . ad 
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| and condemn Government that it had not | 
acknowledged their ſervices on the terms in 
which they had been tendered. 
He ſaid he had thus not ſcrupled to op- 
poſe that of which he did not approve, for 
it muſt be confeſſed, his vote upon that oc- 
caſion, ſo far as it reſpected Lord Carliſle 
and his adminiſtration, was in fair con- 
ſtruction a vote of oppoſition, though not, 
given in that intention. 
He ſaid, he ſtated this matter to their 
Lordſhips, becauſe it was the only tranſac- 
tion throughout Lord Carliſle's adminiſtra- 
tion, which he was not, at the ſhorteſt no- 
tice, ready to ſtand forth and maintain 
and added, if he were as well informed i 
his Lordſhip's motives for that meaſure, as 
he was with reſpect to every other, hedoubt- 
ed not he would equally fee the propriety of 
them. He ſaid he dwelt by ſo much the more 
upon this tranſaction, becauſe it was well 
known that the moſt unfair advantage had 
been taken of it, to endeavour, though 
vainly, to injure Lord Carliſle with thoſe 
| brave and loyal bodies of men „ of whoſe 


meri its 
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merits he knew his Lordſhip had the high- 
eſt ſenſe, and to whom, he likewiſe knew, 
he had upon every occaſion, done the 
higheſt juſtice. 

He then ſaid, to return, my Los what 
followed ? An impudent volley of news- 
paper abuſe againſt my private character, in 
order to decry my public conduct, in which 
the Freeman's Journal, the avowed paper 

of Government, took the lead. I fay, my 

1 an impudent volley of abuſe, be- 
cauſe every circumſtance in it was not only 
falſe, but falſe upon notoriety. He ſaid 
that as he had not hitherto ſought the con- 
fidence of Adminiſtration, he would not 
now have condeſcended to accept it: He 
1 not have accepted the proudeſt office 
in the State; he ſhould have thought he 


was compounding defamation. He there- 


fore ſtood aloof with a watchful eye, and a 
determined mind ; but a variety of com- 
bined circumſtances ſoon convinced him 
that his doubts were, with reſpe& to every 


property applying to Lord Carliſle and his 
Government, e He faid the fi- 


tuation | 
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tuation in which it had pleaſed the King to 
place him, having neceſſarily induced an : 
intercourſe between his Lordſhip and him- 


ſelf, his reſpect grew with his knowledge 


of the man; he was bold to think his 
Lordſhip's eſteem kept equal pace, for he 
had ever. found his. Lordſhip's confidence 


1 increaſe with communication. 


Such, my Lords; ſaid he, is the ſtate of 
our political accounts, a. reciprocity bf re- 


g ſpec and regard, founded upon a reciproci- 
ty of fair and honourable conduct upon 
public points in our reſpective ſituations. 


He ſaid, having thus far acquitted him- 


ſelf to Lord Carliſle, he would now pro- 
ceed to ſtate ſome facts reſpecting the Right 
Honourable Gentleman who had acted un- 
der him, and in doing juſtice to the con- 
duct of the latter, he would more clearly 
ſhew the principles of the former. He 


was well aware how critical the tranſaction 


was to which he was now alluding ; he 


meant the part which Mr. Eden took on 
Monday ſe'nnight in the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons 3 but a as that en, from 2 
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principle of nice honour to thoſe with 
whom he ſtood ꝓolitically connected in this 
country; had not only expoſed. his fortune 


co defeat, but his character to miſconcep- 
tion, he did hold every man unworthy of 
the name of a man of honour, Who, feel- 


ing he has by his advice or influence con- 


duced to that meaſure, does not this night, 


Vuuithout calculating as to the conſequences, 


| —_— 


ſtand forth _ avou- 28 8 as he had 
| % K. | 


He faid he 1 hint: SITY FEY to their 


1 Vorddüpe) that pretty early in the ſeſſion, 
he had from his ſituation been called upon 
or ſupport, to ſtand between Government 
and partial attacks upon the ſubject which is 
nowy before them. That he did expreſs 
- pool to Mr. Eden upon that .eccafion, 


in the ſame manner in which he had upon 
E ſubject expreſſed himſelf in every 
place to every man; he told him a conſtitu- 


5 4 tional explanation muſt take place, that the 


kingdom ſtood too ſtrong upon the ground 


Es of right; too confident in her faculty of 
1 tintrining that right, to ſuffer it to re- 
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BA pu; 
main long in ſuſpenſe; the object was too 
great, for the ſubje& being once touched 
upon, ſhe. had her all at ſtake, the time was 
not yet come, the minds of men were not 
fully informed, they were not yet matured, 
that he would at this day ſtand between him 
and every peeviſh attempt ; nay more, that 
he would find his adminiſtration ſupported 
by a decided majority; but that the day 
would come, when he, with every other 


man of character in this kingdom, would ; 


call upon government for a like return of 
their ſupport and influence to regulate and 
carry into effect the juſt wiſhes of the na- 
tion, that ſuch were the terms upon which 
his Excellency might count upon. . 
Lord Bellamont ſaid, your Lordſhips may 8 


well remember ſome three months paſt, it 
was upon the ſubject of an Addreſs to the 5 
King, I told you every man of candouf 
muſt acknowledge much is already done, 
that I was not, however, one of thoſe who © : 
did not think much yet remained to do; do 5 
you ſuppoſe I had not this in view? I ap- 4 ; 
peal to every noble Lord who hears me, ON fl 
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1 
my ne ble friend the Earl, has he not ſeen . 
me unremittingly purſue this great object, 
Whether in oppoſition, or whether with go- 


vernment? I aſk my noble friend, whether 
7 #1 I have not ever in this Houſe reprobated 
the 6th of George the Firſt? and every 
wan who attempted to maintain it out of 
this Houſe, for I do not recolle& that any 
man was bold to attempt it within it; have 
I, not for years ſaid that diſunion would fol- 
flow, if Snakes: concluſive were not 
Pore? 


He ed, TY this e a conſide- 


= ” Fable time previous to the receſs of this 
; Houſe, I waited upon Mr. Eden, and told ; 


Him, the period for an explanation is now 


arrived, the minds of men have already at- 


tained temper, the queſtion will ſhortly 
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1 obtain univerſality; you are to expect a de- 
5 2 claration of right from every county in t 


Rs the co-exiſtence of Great Britain 


* Charlemont, who repeatedly cried out, hear him, 
kear him: 6 | 
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and Ireland en en a eee 
of it. : £4 i/ os | | 5 For 
Should Goverment oppole, you will . 


find yourſelf left in a minority, a8 Gelpica- 
ble in character, as mean in numbers. It 
will not be ſufficient for Government not 


te oppole ; it muſt not ſtand neuter; it 
muſt take the lead, and model the queſtion. 
Should you be otherwiſe inſtructed, it will 


be incumbent upon the real friends of Go- 


vernment te do it at every hazard. I told 


him there are in this, as in every other 
country, men of deſperate fortunes, of 
deſperate principles: ſome few, I feared, of 
_ deſptrate. ambition likewiſe. That every 


hoſtile power has their eyes open to avail 
themſelves of the circumſtance: that we 


are to guard againſt every thing that may at ; 


a future day lead to ſeparation : that a de- 


claration in the Abſtract, would only leave 


the ſubject upon a more pointed footing of 
claim and difayowal ; that ſomewhat more 
would be neceffary, and that the occaſion 


furniſhes the means. That as Mr. Yelver- 
ton's Bill, which was then talked of, was 


[a] 

to pave the way for a Declaration of Right, 
that Declaration of Right ſhould be ſo 
modelled as to pave the way for an expla- 
nation; that is to ſay, for a repeal of the 
Sth of George the Firſt ; it ſhould there- 
Fore be at once a claim and recognition. 
t Ile ſaid, Mr. Eden replied, he ſaw the full 
f luorce both of wy dente ind witer, and per- 
1 fectly agreed in b both. He likewiſe ſaw ſome 
difficulty in Modelling the queſtion, ſo as to 
d meet them, but did not think it impracti- 
- cable. He particularly mentioned the 33d 
f of Henry the Eighth, which he ſincs ſtat- 5 8 
f __ edin the Britiſh Houſe. of Commons, and 
Y 7% aſked me whether did not think it ſuffici- 
il eently ſtrong to guard againſt my apprehen- 
ve ſſions? T told him I did believe it was, but 
at Bot obviouſly ſo; that it might be proper 
U- do recite the part of that act, which he had 
ve in view. That tenacious as this kingdom 
of i 5 is of its rights, it is of the laſt conſequence 
re that they ſhould not miſtake thoſe rights. 
on hat miſpriſion upon this ground would 
1 = not fail to produce every fatal conſequence 
7 of infringement. I told him I was ſenſi- 
» ble 
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ple of the t; of the queſtion; that it 
required much conſideration and arrange- 
ment; that I had therefore ſuggeſted it. to 


him thus early, in order to give him full 


time to diſcuſs it to and fro with the Ca- 
binet, and afterwards to model it here be- 


fore it ſhould be brought forward. He told 


me he would lay it before the Cabinet the 8 


firſt hour after the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould be adjourned, and requeſted I would 
return to town four days, at leaſt, before 
the meeting of Parliament, adding, that he 


would write to me, if any thing ſhould o- 


cur in the interval. 


Such, my Lords, was our as. 


upon this ſubject: ſuch was the period at 

which it was had: ſuch was the ſettled ſyſ— 
tem: there was not one ſingle doubt as to 
the meaſure. The only queſtion was, how 
to wind it up, ſo as to inſure its permanent 
tory object. 


He deſired to be underſtood ; he ſpoke it 


not at, but to the preſent Miniſtry : they 
would not doubt his veracity, they would 
| — ſuch weight as they thought fit to his 


4 FO Judgment. 
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th 1 


1 judgment. He lamented that an Honoura- 


ble Gentleman, whom he ſaw here early 
in the evening, is not now preſent; he was 
ſure he would make a faithful report of 


what he had here ſtated. He faid, will my 
noble friends, now accuſe the meaſures and 


principles of Lord Carliſle's Adminiſtra- 


tion, cut off in the midſt. of his career; 
wiͤll they make him reſponſible for the 
non- completion of that which he had fo 
maeritoriouſly begun? (or to follow up their 
own idea) will they not give him credit for 


that great work, of which the hand of fate 


in anticipating the courſe of nature alone 
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No prevented the performance ? 


Much my Lords, has been ſaid upon 1 the 


3 ſabje& of reform, and much too in ano- 


ther Houſe, on a determined purpoſe of 
ſerving Government, without reward. I 
will only ſay, as to myſelf, the emoluments 
which 1 poſſeſs, I received from my Royal 
Maſter ; it is for him to judge when it may 
be fit for him to recall them ; as I received 


»The Honourable Mr. F:tzpat ick. 


them 
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l ” 
them in duty, I will then refign them with 
gratitude, unabated in my zeal for his per- 
fon or government, ſhould I be included 
jn an impartial general ſyſtem of reduction. 
The circumſtances of the country requiring 
it, I will applaud it! Nay, more, ſhould 
my conduct this night be miſunderſtood, 
mould I for it become a marked man, I 
will nevertheleſs ſerve his Adminiſtration, 
for as my ſervices though rewarded with 
the liberality of a truly great Prince, were 
unbought, they will not be leſs perſeve- 
ring, ſhould they become. unpaid. In a 
word, the King's Miniſters directing their 
meaſures to his intereſts, ſhall ever have 
my beſt ſupport, for acting well by him 
and the public they muſt deſerve well of 
me. I have a high reſpect for many of the 
preſent Minifters. I have borne teſtimony 
in this Houſe to the conduct of many of 


them, with reſpe& to this country when 3D 
they were out of power; I ſpoke as free 
of others, whom I did not then conceive 

to be its friends, though I knew their turn 

of power muſt one day come round, There . 
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1 8 1 
is one noble Lord of whom my noble fend 


the Earl has made mention, on whoſe ſub- 


ject I may not remain ſilent, I mean the 
Earl of Shelburne. It had been ſtated 
ſome two years ſince, that noble Earl had, 


in the Britiſh Houſe, borne hard upon the 
loyalty of this kingdom; I did therefore, 
in this Houſe, bear hard upon him. My 
noble friend has juſt told us, he has re- 


ceived undoubted information, which will! 
ſhortly appear, that Lord Shelburne has, in 


a diſtinguiſhed manner, warmly eſpouſed 


; our intereſts, and expreſſed the higheſt con- 


fidence in our loyalty, attachment, and 


" adherence. If my noble friend's informa- 
tion be well grounded, my information, 
which I told you at the time had been 


taken from the public papers, muſt have 
been ill grounded; upon theſe terms, but 


upon theſe terms alone, 1 do not heſitate to 
acknowledge! it, and upon theſe terms I have 
the higheſt PIE: in ſo ene, 
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SECOND DEBATE, 
Monday, May Ly, and Tueſday 28, 1782, 


Hrs Grace the Duke of Portland having 
retired, and the Chancellor having taken 
the woolfack, Lord Farnham, after a 


Tpeech well adapted to the occaſion, moved 
the Houſe to come to the e reſo- 


| lution. 


| That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty to aſſure him of our moſt un- 


feigned attachment to his Royal Perſon and 
Government, and of our moſt grateful 


ſenſe of his paternal care manifeſted in his 


immediate attention to the repreſentations 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom. 

To expreſs the lively ſenſe we entertain 
of his Majeſty's gracious intentions towards 


this kingdom, the wiſdom and ſound po- 


licy of his Majeſty's councils, and the 


juſtice of the Britiſh legiſlature, in having 
concurred to remove the cauſes of the diſ- 
contents and jealouſies expreſſed in the late 


addreſſes preſented to his Majeſty, which 


meaſures, we aſſure his Majeſty, have moſt 
effectually 
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T&F. 
effectually anſwered the purpoſes intended 
thereby, and gratified the utmoſt wiſhes of 


his Majeſty's faithful N of this Kings: 


dom,“ &c, &c. 


The reſolution being read at the table, 


the Earl of Bellamont obſerved to the Houſe, 
that in the curſory manner in which he 
had heard it, there appeared ſomewhat in 
it which eſſentially required amendment. 
He requeſted the Lord Chancellor would 


15 r him to peruſe it, in order to aſcer- 


tain whether or no his apprehenſions were 


oY well founded, and after a few minutes con- 


ſideration he roſe up and ſaid— There is 


not a man in this Houſe whoſe breaſt at this 
hour glows with more heartfelt ſatisfac- 
tion than my own. There is not a man in 
this kingdom who enjoys more heart-felt 
15 conſciouſneſs than myſelf, of having, ac- 
cCording to my ſituation, and from my ſitua- 
1 + tion, ſubſtantially conduced to effectuate this 


en work. He ſaid his ſettled attachment 
to the beſt of Kings was well underſtood. 
He need not there declare it. With re- 
be to his Majeſty's Miniſters, every man 


G 2 muſt 


K. 8 
muſt acknowledge their conduct upon the 
occaſion ſpeaks for itſelf. He therefore 
did not riſe to throw a damp. upon their 
Lordſhips zeal, but to been them to 


nde treat for a great poaphe, wh; a 


great people, through the medium of our 


great and good reſpective Sovereign, through 


the medium of our joint Imperial Mo- 


narch, Let that idea be the ſtandard of every 
word. Let that be the criterion of every 


ſentence. Do not miſtake your ſituation, 
Lou are not at this day at the concluſion of 


a treaty but at the commencement of a 


treaty. The preliminary article alone as 


yet is ſettled. Would you know how : 


to proceed with his Majeſty's Miniſters ? 
Follow their example. Act by them as 
they have acted by you, with manly ſenſe, 
with manly principle, with manly pre- 


caution too, He faid he conſidered the 


th of Geo. the 1ft as already repealed ; 


the 10th of Hen. the 7th as already modij- _ : 
fied; the Mutiny Bill as already limited. 
Would you know the extent of what you = 
have 1 
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have obtained in the repeal of the 6th: of 
Geo. the 1ſt, the ſole object of my preſent 
conſideration, you muſt take a view how far 
that act did extend. What did it contain? 
Two clauſes only, the ane alone i in the moſt 
ſtrained ſenſe of the word, enacting, the 
other declaratory. The enacting clauſe 
extended only to the deprivation of your 
Lordſhips judicial capacity. The repeal af 
_ that clauſe can therefore only extend to re- 
| ſore this Houſe to its appellant judicature. 
| The clauſe which refers to the aſſumed le- 
| pillar ſupremacy of Great Britain over 
elend. is a mere declaration of unlimited 
claim in the abſtract. The unqualified re- 
pen of that clauſe cannot do away the many 
Britiſh ſtatutes affecting to bind Ireland, 

which were paſſed as well previous as ſub- 
. to that act. Should thoſe Britiſh 
ſtatutes.be ſuffered to remain, the ſurviv- 


_ ence of them does of itſelf annul this repeal 


of the 6th of Geo. the 1ſt; to which, ac- 


eren, to the reſolution now before you, 


we limit all our claims. He did not mean 
to depreciate the merits of the preſent Mi- 
niſters, | 
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ft 5 
niſters, in the repeat of 20 act. He did 


not heſitate to ſay, they could not meet the 
ſubject with more fairneſs and fulneſs, they 

could not treat it with leſs inſinuation. But | 
as they have of neceſſity infinuated, we 


muſt of neceſſity explain. He faid Mr. 


Fox has with his accuſtomed talents, ſhewn 
that general maxrms are not always juſt; he 
has ably argued 40 abuſi ad uſum; but in ſo 
doing whilſt he has given up the exerciſe, 
nay more, whilſt he has given up the claim 
too, for to be fair, he evidently means to 
do ſo, he has nevertheleſs ſeemed to afleft 
J the principle! in point of original right. 
He ſaid his doubts: do not ariſe from Mr. ; 
Fox, but from Mr. Fox's doubts. 52 there 
be any weight in his arguments it is to Mr. 
Fox he is indebted for them. Mr. Fo OX 
| has ſaid our grievances do not proceed from 
the ſuperintending power heretofore claimed 


by the Britiſh Legiſlature over Ireland, but 


from the abuſe which has been made of 
that power. I therefore fay, that which 
has been may be; men may change, things 
may unter times and circumſtances may 

change. ; 


change. In order to e all poſſible 
return of the abuſe, we muſt eradicate the 

He ſaid he truſted their Lord- 

ſhips would not charge him with glancing 


principle. 


at the late Miniſters. The abuſes to which 5 
he alluded, apply to a century before they 


exiſted. He could with truth aſſert the 


late Miniſters had ably worked this ſub- 
© ject, He might add, they had been ably ſe- 


cConded in it by their friends. He did with 
equal truth and ſatisfaction, acknowledge 
the preſent Miniſters are wiſely winding up 
this ſubject, provided they be not defeated : 


by the anticipating promptitude of their 


friends. 0 
confidence of the preſent Miniſters, not to 


He entreated thoſe who are in the 


7 N 


5 deſpite of his repeated entreaties, ſome two 


ears ſince, done by their predeceſſors. He 


1 meant to ſay, that they ſhould not expoſe 


them to the reproach that Ireland would 
have rejoiced at obtaining the one half of 
what they had granted her. He ſaid it is a 
bel for us to flatter ourſelves. The con- 
Ceſſion 


1 


ceſſion however unanimouſly made by both 


Houſes of Parliament in Great Britain, 18 


more or leſs repugnant to Britiſh feelings. 
To what then, do you not expoſe our 8o- 


vereign and his Minifters, if by concluding 
the ſubje& before it becomplete; you leave 
it upon them to open it anew, in order to 
render it ſuch ?—lt has been fairly told you, 
that Ireland has been called upon to ſtate 
her grievances: That ſhe cannot hereafter 
ves pe ſhould Toys wiſh be left unſatis- 


FR... Aa 4 


ple of: Ireland: N you do not tip 


ſhort of entire redreſs. —— Once more, 
this addreſs is not intended to be a 
treaty, but the foundation of a treaty. 
If you render it a treaty, you filence your- 
felves, whilſt your grievances are till in 
force. You cloſe the ſubject of claim be- 
fore your requiſitions are complied with, 
leaving it in the power of the Britiſh Par- 
lament to force the Britiſh Miniſtry to take 
you at your word, He faid he does entirely 
agree with Mr. Fox, this great ſubject muſt 
terminate in a folemn and explicit treaty 
"& 00 


* 


_ , 
* 
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too; explicit upon the part of the one and 


the other country, though he muſt for ever 


differ from him, ſhould he perſiſt (which 


he truſts he will not) in the idea of ng 
by Commiſſioners. 


Lord Bellamont faid, I will not narrow 


my ground, I will wind up the treaty upon 
that broad conſtitutional bottomry, upon 
which 1 claim the faculty of treating. He 
faid he muſt again differ from Mr. Fox, 
; though with regret, for he ſees he means 
us fairly, but he muſt differ from him in 
his diſtinction of internal and external legi- 


lation; our propoſition claims to emanci- 
pate Ireland from every act of Britiſh legi- 
lation, as well external as internal. Should 


7 we be CON tented with ſeein 2 Ou rſelves inter- 
nally free but externally bound, our liberty 


as to things is local not real; our liberty as 
to perſons local not perſonal. He aſked the 
Houle, do you mean that every civil con- 


| teſt touching Iriſh property upon the High 


Seas, ſhall continue liable to be decided 


upon by the High Court of Admiralty ? 


1. Do you mean that in criminal caſes com- 


* e mitted 


[ 54 ] 
mitted in foreign countries; for inſtance, 
that of murder, Iriſh ſubjects ſhall conti- 
nue liable to be tried at the Old Bailey? If 
yoa do not, Great Britain muſt unequivo- 
cally renounce every right to bind Ireland 
in her legiſlative capacity, as well exter- 
nally as internally: She muſt one by one, 
repeal every Britiſh ſtatute, that militates 
againſt that principle, leaving it to you to 
enact ſuch as the intereſt of Ireland de- 
mands ſhould be reſtored, or ſhe muſt in 
ſuch terms as moſt accord to her dignity, 


ſo qualify the repeal of the 6th of George 9 


the Firſt, as at once to relinquiſh, not 
the exerciſe and the claim, but the ri ght.— 
Whereas this reſolution now before you, as 
it ftands penned, goes to ſay you have al- 
ready obtained your utmoſt wiſhes, by the _ 
u1gualified repeal of that act. He ſaid Lord 

Shelburne's definition, as he conceives it, 
does in every point apply. His diſtinction 
is that of regal and imperial. If he juſtly. 
conceives his Lordſhip, he ſays that the | 
Kingdom of Ireland ſhall henceforward be 
conſidered both internally and externally 
independent 


1 


idependet of the Britiſh Legiſlature, but 
politically included in, and concluded by 
the Britiſh State treating with foreign na- 
tions through the medium, and under the 


authority of the executive power - of the 
_ Crown for Ireland conjointly with herſelf, 
and upon the fame terms as for herſelf, If 
ſuch be his Lordſhip's intentions, as he 
does conceive it is, his Lordſhip and he are 
for ever agreed upon the point; if not, they 
are Wide aſunder. But there is not a doubt 
upon his mind that they are agreed; what 
then remained, was only to qualify the re- 
ſolution before their Lordſhips, ſo as to 
reach that definition. 


Lord Bellamont then 8 ts. 


5 the Houſe, that the following words, 
OY AND WHEN ACCOMPLISHED f 
24% EE WILL GRATIFY, ſhould be inſerted a at 


the latter end of che ſecond pa aragraph; 


4 , which the Houſe having ts 
"8p agreed, the ſecbnd paragraph of the addreſs 
Was accordingly as follows: 


6 To: expreſs the lively ſenſe we entertain 
6 of his Majeſty's gracious intentigr.s to- 
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« wards this kingdom, the wiſdom and 
* ſound policy of his Majeſty's coun- 
© cils, and the juſtice of the Britiſh legiſ- 
< Jature, in having concurred to remove 
© the cauſes of thediſcontents and jealouſies 

* expreſſed in the late addreſſes preſented 
to his Majeſty, which meaſures, we aſ- 
* ſure his Majeſty, have moſt effectually 
© anſwered the purpoſes intended thereby, 
* AND* WHEN ACCOMPLISHED 
WILL GRATIFY the utmoſt wiſhes of 
his Majeſty's faithful * of this 
1 kingdom. 


5: 


* The Publick is 88 to the London Gazette of 
Saturday, June 8, 1782, for the Addreſs at large. 
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Friday, July off 1782. 
LORD BELLAMONT del the 


. Houſe, that he had on the 18th inſt. op- 
I poſed the following reſolution, which he 
was now going to bring once more before 
them, viz. * That this Houſe having the 
« fulleſt confidence in the anſwer delivered 
by the Lord Lieutenant, to their ad- 
4 dreſs to his Majeſty of the 7th of April 
« laſt, cannot entertain a doubt but that 
t the independence of the legiſlature of 
* this kingdom, both as to internal and 
5 external ende will be inviolably main- 
1“ tained.” He reminded the Houſe, that 
| he had on Ph 220 inſt. oppoſed the print- 
ing of that reſolution, apprizing their 
Lordſhips of his intention to make a motion 
do reſcind it; and hoped they would accept 
this apology for giving them this ſecond 
trouble. He then moved, that the Clerk 
be ordered to read at the table the follow- 
ing papers, viz. His Majeſty's moſt” 1 


cious meſſage to the Houſe of the 16th of 
April. The addreſs of that Houſe of the 
5 17th 
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i7th of April in anſwer thereto. His 


Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer to that ad- 
dreſs. His Excellency. the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's ſpeech from the throne on the 
27th of May. The addreſs of that Houſe | 
to his Majeſty. of the 28th of May, in an- 


{wer to his Excellency s ſpeech from the 
throne. The reſolution of th: t Houſe on 
the 18th of July inſt. (which was the ſub- 
jet now before them.) The addreſs of 
that Houſe to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant the 24th inſt. And his Grace's an- 
ſwer communicated to the Houſe the 25th 


inſt. to which his Lordſhip added the re- 
ſolutions of both Houſes of the Britiſh 


Parliament of the 17th of May, reſpecting 
the affairs of Ireland. His Lordſhip then 


roſe up and ſaid, to call upon a Houſe te- 


nacious of its act to relinquiſh its act: to 
call upon a nation tenacious of its error to 
relinquiſh its error; is, it muſt be ac- 


knowledged, an arduous undertaking. He 


therefore entreated they would conſider him 
a ſelf-devoted man combating a hoſt, but 


actuated by the affection he 3 to thoſe 


whom 
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3 5 
F if his object were to keep the minds of 
mien diſturbed, he ſhould from his ſituation 


4 7 3 


[ 59 5 
OM he oppoſed ; for as he ſhould, from 


his peculiar fituation, be the worſt of men 


in every ſenſe of the word, be the maddeſt 


of men, if his object were not what it was, 


to prevent deſperate diſappointment and 


| Fatal diſturbance at a future day. He again 
reminded their Lordſhips, that ſudden as 
the reſolution had been with reſpe& to 
himſelf when propoſed, it had inſtantly 


appeared to him big with objection, and 


aid the more he had reflected upon the 


ſubject, the more he had ſearched it in | 


every tendency and conſequence, the more 


he ſtood convinced, that not only the well- 


3 being, but the very being of this kingdom 
and her conſtitution were at ſtake; that it 


did not continue recorded upon their; jour- 
nals (as it there ſtood) without qualifica- 


tion; for it unhinged every principle, and 
1 28 car: every right, by attempting to 
e.ſtabliſh extention upon the fandy baſis of 
- conſtruction ; a ſyſtem which, on the part 


of the Aronger power, would cry out op- 


preſſion; ; 
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preſſion; a ſyſtem which, on the part of 


the weaker power, teemed with madness 


and folly. He called upon the noble and 


learned Lord upon the woolſack, upon 


every noble Lord then preſent, upon every 
authority modern and antient, legal and 
political, to point out to him if they could, 
upon what principle of legal or fœderative 
right ; upon what ground of legal or fœde- 
rative letter their Lordſhips thus claim, 
that our Imperial Monarch ſhall maintain 
to Ireland rhat, which if it were not hers 
of original right, was not in the King to 
give, (the conteſt not being with the 
Crown, but with the Parliament of Great 
Britain) and which, although it were hers 
of undoubted original right, there does ne- 
vertheleſs at this day ſtand out againſt it an 
unrelinquiſhed claim on the part of Great 
Britain, followed by the exerciſe of the pow- 


er. Heſaid, do you fortify yourſelves upon WE | 
the repeal of the 6th of George the 1ſt, as a 


renunciation in toto. My anſwer is, that 


the founder of that conſtruction does ad- 


mit, that in order to render it ſuch, you Wn 
mult take into the account the circum- 
ſtances WE 


a 


. . ſelf to the preſent moment. 
| b * © ject of claim and right, ſhe js totally ſilent. 


it will be 


repeal. 


| Nance that accompanied that repeal; and 


therefore, even ſuppoſing the circumſtances | 
do favour that conſtruction, he muſt admit 
it amounts only to a circumſtantial ; that is 
to ſay, to a conſtructive renunciation at the 
moſt. But if I prove to a demonſtration, 
that every one of thoſe concomitant: Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo far from favouring, refutes 
every property of that conſtruction, then 


1 


Pon muſt acknowledge that we are not 
founded to call upon the King to maintain to 
Ireland that as a renunciation in toto; which 
then evident Great Britain has 
not given to her as ſuch. 
oguage of Great Britain ? To you in her 
firſt reſolution, ſhe ſays, ** the 6th of Geo. 
* the firſt ought to be repealed.” 
of letter ſhe confines herſelf to the ſimple 
In point of time ſhe confines her- 
On the ſub- 


Having en joyed the exerciſe for ages before 


hat declaratory act did exiſt; may ſhe not 


S ' revive it at will, founding her claim upon 
5 | the ſame principle upon which ſhe had, £ 


previous to the exiſtence of that act, enjdy- 


1 ed 
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What i is the 


In point 


, 


13 - 
ed the exerciſe ? What does ſhe tell you in 
her ſecond reſolution ? She tells you c that 


« it is indiſpenſible to the intereſts and 


0 happineſs of both kingdoms, that the 5 
* connexion between them ſhould be eſta- 9 
* bliſhed by mutual conſent, upon a ſolid 
« and permanent baſis; and then in or- 
der to convince you of her ſincerity; ſhe in 
her third reſolution of the ſame day, inſtant- 
ly orders that Leave be given to bring in 
a bill for repealing that act, thereby re- 
moving the barrier that ſtood in the way. 
Had ſhe meant the repeal of the 6th of 
| Geo. the 1ſt, as a renunciation 7: toto; 
would ſhe have been thus reſerved in point 
of letter, thus circumſcribed in point of 
time, thus ſilent upon the ſubject of claim 
and right ? Nay more, had ſhe conſidered 
the unqualified repeal of that act in itſelf 
alone ſufficient to the end propoſed; would 
ſhe not have ſet out with her ſecond reſo- 
lution, viz. That it is indiſpenſible to 
«:.the intereſts and happineſs of both king- | 
„ doms, that the connexion between them 


« ſhould be eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent 


upon a ſolid and permanent baſis ;” and 


2. thus 
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in © Thus have coupled the reſolution for the re- 
F peal of the act, with the order for repeal- 
ing it, inſtead of ſeparating the one from 
the other by the intervention of the ſecond 
reſolution, thereby telling you that ſhe 
meant the repeal of the act as a preliminary 
ſtep only, to the end propoſed ? Such is the 
language ſhe holds to Ireland, and thus far 
at leaſt the circumſtances do not favour the 
| conſtruction which it 1s attempted to put 
| upon them. But What is the language ſhe | 
ay- ids to the Sovereign? After having 1 "3 
of her firſt reſolution declared that the 6th of 
4 %% Geo. the 1ſt ought to be repealed : after 
Int having in her ſecond reſolution declared. 
et it is indiſpenſible to the intereſts and 
9 appineſs of both kingdoms, that the con- 
red gnexion between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
ſelf x by MUTUAL CONSENT, upon a ſolid and 
uld permanent baſis ; after having i in her third 
:(0- | reſolution actually ſet about to fulfil her 
to firſt reſolution, by proceeding to the re- 
ng- peal of the 6th of Geo. the Iſt, ſne does in 
1em 4 her fourth reſolution, by an Addreſs of 
ſent WM both Houſes to the King, pray his Ma- 


and 1 bY; « will take ſuch meaſures as his Ma- Es 
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ce jeſty 1 in his roy 4 . 1 think moſt 


„ conducive to the eſtabliſhing, by mutual 
conſent, the connexion between that 


kingdom and the kingdom of Ireland, 
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wh 


* 


upon a ſolid and permanent baſis.“ 


I aſk you what meaſures? Your addreſs 


of the 17th of April contains three ſpecific 
meaſures only as preliminary, although it 
went far beyond them in point of ſecurity, 
though not in point of extent, viz. the re- 


peal of the 6th of Geo. the 1ſt, "the Modi- 


f:cation of f Poyning' s Law, and the Limita- 
tion of the Mutiny Act. You cannot ſup- 


; poſe Great Britain had in view the Law of 
Poyning's or the MutinyA&. They areIriſh 
acts upon matters of Iriſh concern only, 
between the King and his Parliament of 


Ireland. To pray hin Majeſty to take mea- 
ſures as to them, would be to inſult the 


King by aſſuming an interference at the 
very moment ſhe means reſpect. It would 
be to inſult Ireland by aſſuming a claim at 
the very moment ſhe ſpeaks dereliction. 
You cannot ſuppoſe ſhe had in view the re- 
peal of the 6th of Geo. Iſt; that was already 
virtually done at the inſtance of his Ma- 
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1 jeſty's reſpeckive miniſters in the reſpective 


Houſes of Parliament, as I have already ſtat- | 


* dd. To pray the King to take ſuch mea- 


| ſures as he ſhould think fit, to do that, | 


5 | which ſhe had at his Majeſty's recommen- 


Mp dation already done, would be too ridicul- 
2 Z ous—My concluſion therefore is, that as 


the Britiſh Parliament in her requeſt to the 
| King could not have in view the modifica- 
tion of Poyning” s Law, nor the repeal of 
Ine Mutiny Act, which had not then taken 
place, as ſhe could not have in view the re- 
peal of the 6th of Geo. the iſt, which vir- 
© tually ſpeaking, had taken place, ſhe muſt 
have had in view ſome further meaſures 
which ſhe had wiſdom to ſee, and candor 
to acknowledge, were not only im plied, but 


1 clearly expreſſed in our addreſs of the 17th 
1 of April, although not ſpecified as to the 
- mode, as indeed would have been highly 


2 * 
' r 


indecent, if they had ; for ſpecifically to 


L. 7 g Pr out to Great Iritala 4 in the firſt in- 


| ſtance, the exact mode as to every article, 
would not have been to claim and to aſſert 
on the part of Leland, but to dictate, 


He 
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66 
He aſked their Lordſhips what is the 


language of the King in his anſwer to your 
addreſs of the 17th of April, and in his 


Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech from 


the Throne on the 27th of May? In his 


mediating capacity he tells you that he has 7 


recommended a final adjuſtment to the mu- 


tual ſatisfaction of both kingdoms, that in 
that view he intends forthwith to commu- 


nicate to the Lords and Commons of Great 
Britain the addreſſes of the Lords and 
Commons of Ireland; he then further tells 
you he has ordered the reſolutions of the 
Britiſh Parliament in conſequence thereof 
to be laid before you. In his executive 
capacity he expreſſes his royal diſpoſition to 
ratify ſuch terms as may be agreed upon 
between both kingdoms, clearly drawing a 


line between thoſe ſpecific meaſures, which 
refer to the Crown and Parliament of Ire- 


land, and the unſpecified | meaſures which 
refer to the. reſpective Parliaments of Great 


Britain and Ireland. The very terms on 
which Mr. Fox moved for the addreſs to 
the King in the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 


mons, preclude e every claim to any other 


engagement, 


1989 1 

engagement on the part of the Crown if 
any other could be ſuppoſed; having pre- 
miſed that the further meaſures he had in 
contemplation were to ſet on foot a treaty 
by commiſhoners or otherwiſe, leaving 
the adjuſtment of the terms to the parties 
1 treating, t the ratification alone to the King; 
at the ſame time declaring in the neceſſity 
5 1 of a treaty that the ſubject was not con- 
t 1 | cluded by the repeal of the 6th of Geo. 1ſt. 

1 His Lordthip ſaid, having thus fhewn them 
5 

e 


beck Was the ſenſe of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, and ſuch the ſenſe of the Britiſh go 
f - 1 vernment, that the ſubject Was not con- 

1 15 cluded, he would now ſhew their Lord- 

5 2 Y cups, from the addreſs of this Houſe of 
n the 27th of May, in anſwer to his Grace 
= 
. 


1 the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech from the 
7 | throne, that ſuch was their ſenſe likewiſe. 
4 Wherefore elſe, he faid, did you inſert _ 
= thoſe words in your addreſs? viz. And 
= when accompl, iſhed will gratify our utmoſt 
n 4 wiſhes : ” Were thoſe ſignificant words 
| inſerted with no intent? Was it for no 
I that the addreſs of this Houſe to 
the King was ſuffered to be recorded upon 
EAI your 
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your Journals differing in ſo effential a 


point from the original reſolution which el 
had been moved for the addreſs ? Was it 
For no purpoſe that the addreſs of this 


Houſe was upon the report ſuffered to pals, 


ſo effentially differing from that of the 
Houſe of Commons ? But I forget; the | 
Honour of the noble Lord who moved the Z 
reſolution for the addreſs, and the honour | 


of the Houſe were pledged to me that thoſe 


words ſhould make part of the Addreſs. 1 
am, however, free to aſk, did any noble 
Lord requeſt of me who was in poſſeſſion 


of thoſe words, as having propoſed them; 


did any noble Lord requeſt of the noble 


Viſcount who. : was then in poſſeſſion of 


thoſe words, as having adopted them, 
that either hould relinquiſh them, in 


in order to keep up a conſonance between 


the Addreſs of this Houſe and that of the 


Houſe of Commons? No, no! You all 


know no ſuch requeſt was made. You can- 
not pretend ſo eſſential a difference upon ſo 


deciſive an occaſion was (without any at- 


_ tempt to remove it) left exiſting upon your 
Journals for no purpoſe. You cannot pre- 


tend 
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tend to fay that thoſe words alluded to the 
# repeal of the 6th of Geo. the iſt; that would 
Es | be to call in queſtion the good faith of the 
1 Britiſh Parliament, the repeal of that act 
having been already proceeded upon the 
17th of May, as I have already repeatedly 
& ſtated.” You cannot ſay thoſe words allud- 
ed to the modification of Poyning' $ Law, 
| or to the repeal of the Mutiny Act. That 
| would be to call i 1n queſtion the good faith 
not only of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, 
L but of our moſt gracious Sovereign ; for 
7 hat was that Addreſs? It was an Addreſs ; 
in anſwer to his Excellency' 8 ſpeech from 
4 "im throne, in which he on the part of his 
Wet, perticolarly recommends the one 


e 


1 9 Eing on the 17th of April. To ſuſpend 
our ſatisfaction until thoſe things were ac- 
7, compliſhed which we had ſpecifically" alk- 

ed, and which the King had ſpecifically 5 


4 ich the Addreſs = hs Haus. to = | 


granted, would have been as inſulting and 


abſurd on the part of Ireland as i have al- 
A ready ſhewn, (thougk upon a different prin- 
2 | | 0 1 p | 6) 5 
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© OPT 
ciple) any alluſion to thoſe acts would have 
been on the part of Great Britain. The 
object of thoſe ſignificant words was this, 


That although you juſtly conſidered thoſe i 
matters which you had ſpecifically pointed . 
out as already performed, your utmoſt 
withes would be gratified when and not | 
until every other matter contained in your | 


Addreſs of the 17th of April ſhould he ac- = 


compliſhed. I appeal to the Houſe, did I 
not premiſe that it was upon that princi- 
ple and in that ſenſe, that I ſuggeſted thoſe 
; ſignificant words, ſaying that I conſidered | 1 
the 6th of George 1ſt already repealed, the 9 
Law of Poyning's. already modified, the 1 
Mutiny Act already limite. = 

I appeal to the Houſe, was it not upon 1 
that principle and in that ſenſe that the | 


noble Viſcount who had moved for the re- 


ſolution. for the Addreſs, and the Houſe 
itſelf had agreed to that idea and adopted 


it in our addreſs. Do I want a further 
voucher ? I appeal to that further reſolu- 
tion which i is the ſabject of this day's debate, 


as it was e introduced before it 
Was 


n 
. 


1 71 1 

was amended. It runs thus, viz. That 
4 this Houſe having the fulleſt confidence 
« in the anſwer delivered by the Lord 
„Lieutenant to their Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty of the 17th of April laſt, cannot 
entertain a doubt but that the indepen- 
* dence of the legiſlature of this kingdom, 
e both as to internal and external objects, 
ee will be inviolably eſtabliſhed and main- 
« tained.” Do not thoſe emphatical words 
ill be eftabl ;/hed,” flaſh conviction? The 
noble Lord who moved this reſolution in- 
ſerted thoſe words in order to accord to the 


* 


he manifeſt ſenſe of the Britiſh and Iriſh 
government, and to the manifeſt ſenſe of the 
on lriſh Houſe of Lords. Is it to be ſuppoſed 
that noble Lord in the very act of defining 
= andaſſerting the rights of Ireland could thus 
have invalidated her claims by thus admit- 
iT ting they are not yet eftabliſhed, if he had 
not known and had not meant to ſay that 
= ſomewhat more muſt yet be done to eſta- 
bliſh her rights · to effect? 80 long as you 
do not conſider your claims fully eſtabliſh- 
r K 2 oy 


manifeſt ſenſe of the Britiſh Parliament, to 
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E 
ed, ſo long as you acknowledge they re- 
quire explanation, to tell your Sovereign, 
you do not doubt of the completion of 
them was at once a reſpectful aſſertion of 
your claim, and a reſpectful expreſſion of 
your juſt confidence; but the moment thoſe 
words ** will be eſtabliſbed“ are ſtruck out, 
how does it ſtand then? It inſtantly be- 
comes the expreſſion of your juſt diſtruſt, 
founded ona juſt conſciouſneſs of your own 
ignoble attempt to abuſe the magnanimity 5 
of your Sovereign by ſurpriſing him into an Y 


engagement to maintain to you that, which 
you have not yet obtained, though Great 


Britain evidently means to fatisfy you in 


every juſt wiſh, provided you ſeek it like Þ 


men, with candor, conſiſtency and prin- 


ciple, but which you can never obtain 
through ſurprize, extenſion, or conſtruc- 
tion. 5 . 
Do you demand a yet further document? 
I have it in the anſwer of the Duke of Port- 
land to your Addreſs of yeſterday, of which 1 
this reſolution makes a part. What are his = 
Grace's words? “I was ever perſuaded that 
"FF your 
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his 


like % 4 
rin- youth. Does he tell you, that your claims 


are now finally eſtabliſhed, that thoſe great 


= upon yourſelves. 
= well nigh ſaid) to a foul attempt. Had 
= he Siven You a direct anſwer, he had vio- 


[ ” 1 


« your claims to a participation of free- 
« dom with England were at once found- 
« ed in juſtice, and merited by your cha- 
« rater and the ſpirit you diſplayed.“ 


Thus far he ſpeaks from himſelf. But 


what are his words to you? It muſt 


| &« therefore afford me the moſt ſolid plea- 


„ ſure to learn, that you conſider thoſe 


« claims as now finally eſtabliſhed, and 


« thoſe great objects as permanently ſe- 
« cured.” 


Is this the genuine language 


of the Duke of Portland ſpeaking to inge- 
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nuous men ? I have not had much commu- 
nication with his Grace, but Jam bold to 
ſay it is not. The voice of mankind bears 
teſtimony to the contrary from his earlieſt 


objects he had previouſly recited are per- 
manently ſecured. No ſuch thing. He 


ſends you back in every line to your own 


conſtruction, Juſtly retorting, reſponſibility 
It is a fair anſwer (I had 


lated 
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lated truth to you, and fidelity not only to 


[ 9 1 


his Royal Maſter, but likewiſe to Great 


Britain, to whom he is likewiſe reſponſible, 
that he do not pledge our Monarch to 
maintain that to Ireland, which ſhe has not 
as yet relinquiſhed to her. How different 
his language in his ſpeech from the throne 
on the 27th of May! But he was then 
ſpeaking to men, who had ſpoken the lan- 


guage of men, and not to men who now 


collude with thoſe who have colluded 


againſt themſelves, dazzled by the falſe 


luſtre of an unauthentick individual, who | 

paraded favouritiſm for unanimity. In fine, 
he faid, upon what principle do you flatter 
yourſelves thus to eſtabliſh your claim? 
Is it upon that of ſurprize or upon that of 9 
force? If ſurprize, I do not think you 
Will ſurprize the miniſter. His enemies 
do not call in queſtion his abilities they 


rather endeavour to repreſent them formi- 


dable. Is it upon force that you preſume? 
I do not think you will force the Miniſter. 
| God knows, 1 ſay it not to pay my court. 


My mind i is long fince made up as to every 
| event. 


* 
. 


3 171 
event. My conduct ſhews it is. But to be 
1 juſt to you, I ſay, the man who has the 
| fortitude in theſe abandoned days to hold ; 
. the equal language I heard the Miniſter, 
Th within theſe laſt three weeks, ſpeak out in 
L Parliament, ſets out well. He challenges 
| ſupport, and by adhering will not fail to 
: find it, from every man of every party ac- 
tuated by ſound principles, directed by a 
. ſound underſtanding. 1 ſpeak not to the 
- Miniſter, but to mankind. I know not 
T who may be Miniſter, for ere the Miniſte? 
x can eſtabliſn himſelf, he muſt eſtabliſh 
| permanency upon the ſolid baſis of mutual 
explanation, which, however eſſential to 
the conſtitutional ſecurity of Ireland, is not 
leſs eſſential to the political ſtability of 
Great-Britain and the Britiſh empire. But 
1 this 1 will ſay to the Miniſter; if he do | 
3 extend to every adjunct the ſalutary ſyſtem 
AE 1 which he has announced to the ſeat of em- 
. pire, he will regain to the ſeat of empire 
15 every adjunct that is not tainted beyond 
= redemption, and rivet to her the affec- 
. tions of any that yu T_T doubt, Once 
more 
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more do not count upon force, mank ind | 


aſpires to conſolidation. They have reaped 


the harveſt of years in the experience of 
months. The baneful doctrine, that 
« the wiſhes of the people are in every 
« thing to be complied with,” has opened 
their eyes; they have eſcaped well, and 
well they know it; they will not hence- 
forward make light of Government. As 
to myſelf, whatever be the fate of the mo- 
tion I am going to make, I have done my 


daty. My original idea was to move your 


' Lordſhips to reſcind the reſolution. It has 
fince obtained the preſs. It is ſince made 
part of the addreſs of this Houſe. Were 
Ito perſiſt in that intention, I ſhould 
doubt my own good ſenſe, my temper or 
ſincerity. It is the part of an upright 


ſtateſman to accommodate himſelf to the 


times, without, accommodating his prin- 
ciples, and ſo ſhall I. I will not be te- 
nacious of my own idea, when it no lon- 


ger applies. I would that others had 


ſhewn the like example 'of- moderation ! 


addreſs 


T he motion 1 ſhall make you is, for an 


£ 


"OO 


[ 77 J 
addreſs to the King, in which, as nearly 49 
I may, I meet you on your own ground, if 
J can ſo call the reſolution as it ſtands 
before you. If any man objects to it, let 
him but anſwer argument, and I will 
liſten with reſpect. If he appeals to the 
paſſions of men, I cannot meet him there. 
My appeal is to their underſtanding. But 
if you give a filent negative, I ſhall con- 
clude that faſcination, which in another 
Houſe has kept the minds and faculties of 
wen locked up I know not how nor where 
fore, has found its way into this Houſe. 
I bave purpoſely taken up the argument in 
| this point of view, becauſe it is the only. 
one in which the flimſy conſtruction, upon 
which you found your reſolution, has not 
been torn to pieces over and over again 
3 within doors; ſeen through and ſcouted 
buy mankind without. One word upon the 
ſubject of internal and external legiſlation, 
. I was the firſt man in this Houſe; I was 
15 one of the firſt men in the kingdom (for I 
= know not in which Houſe the debate firſt 
3 began) who thus defined and maintained 
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Lo 


the extent of your claims, in anſwer to 
Mr. Fox, then in the zenith of power ; for 
though” I find your claim of external le- 
giſlation expreſſed in every line of your 
addreſs of the 17th of April, in which it 
does carry with it in every line its own 
qualification; I do not find your claims 
ſpecifically fo defined, there or elſewhere, 
faving in debate, My ſpeech | (as it 1s 
called) of the 25th of May, ſpeaks for 
itſelf. Take it as you will, conſtrue each 
part by the whole, or the whole by each 
part, you will find my principles conſiſtent 
with themſelves, my conduct this day 
conſiſtent with them. The principle upon 
which this reſolution attempts to found 
your claim overturns your conſtitution. 
The terms upon which it aſpires to eſta- 
bliſn your” claim overturn the empire. 
With you, my noble Lords, it this day 
reſts to confirm every right, to realize 
every claim. Do you keep the ſubject 
open to explanation, every thing is all but 
RP” Do ur thus cloſe it whilit no- 

| | 8 thi ing : 
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Y tnl 
'C | thin 8 is in 1 concl uged 1 * thing 0 
5 His Loraſhi p then moved the following S 
F Addreſs, 
® Reſolved, „ That an \butkble Addreſs be 

T | Peek to his Majeſty, to expreſs our 
unalterable duty, fidelity and attachment 
x | to his Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Govern-· 
8. ment, under whoſe auſpicious rei ign and pa- 

3 tronage our Wellin 85 increaſe with out 5 
Lo 
= -<« To aſſure | his Maj FR that Fg paters 
nal tenderneſs with which he has foſtered 

our conſtitutional birth-rights, the princely 
wagnanimity with which he has put us in- 
io the full poſſeſſion of them; as they 
tand unequalled, will continue a 8 2 : 

; ay example until time ſhall be no more. 
Jo aſſure his Ma jeſty, that whilſt we 
5 boaſt with pride that his Majeſty was ſup- 
Ale 5 ported in the ox x by the ſpirit, firmneſs, 
and conduct of the Iriſh Nation, we ac- 
I but 9 knowledge with brotherly regard, that his | 
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Majeſty has been effectually ſeconded in the 
= OTHER by the rectitude and juſlice of : 
=_ : „ Great 
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Great Britain. Upon this principle, juſtly 


Parliament, and their reſpective Addreſſes 
to his Majeſty upon that occaſion, a renun- 


Great Britain; we have from a delicacy 


to ſuggeſt to his Majeſty any further pro- 


not accuſtomed to parliamentary Proceedings, that as the 
| abject of this Addreſs was to keep the ſubject open to far. 


| to, in admitting doubts as to the ſufficiency of the Repeal 
of the 6th of George the Firſt, as a renunciation iz tete, it 


dreſs be rejected, by negativing the conſtruction upon 
which the Reſolution pointed at was founded, the Houſe 
did i hſo facto virtually reſcind that Reſolution, and there- 
by reſtore the ſubject to the ſame ground upon Which the 


dy Lord Bellamont, and unanimouſly. adopted by the 
| Houſe, had placed 4 it, | 


13 8 3 
conſidering the Repeal of the 6th of George 


the Firſt, combined with the reſpective Re- 
ſolutions of both Houſes of the Britiſh 


ciation in toto of every claim as well of ex- 
ternal as internal legiſlation on the part of 


clination never to depart ; forborn humbly 


ceedings (if any there be further neceſ- 0 
Hy. * in order to guard againſt the _ | > 


* It may not be thplopir to obletie to thoſe who are 


ther explanation, the laſt paragraph but one is ſo framed, 
that it muſt attain that object, whether the Addreſs mould 15 
be agreed to or rejected. Should the Addreſs be agreed Ki 


impliedly called for farther explanation. Should the Ad- 


alteration in the Addreſs of the 27th of May, propoſed 


dations 


1 81 ] 
dations of time, and the inroads of con- 
ſtruction in ages yet to come, being founded 
in the full conſciouſneſs that as Great Bri- 
tain has by that renunciation met and gra- 

| tified the utmoſt extent of our wiſhes, ſhe. 
has thereby in no degree exceeded the ex- | 
un- : tent of our fundamental rights as expreſſed 
ex- 8 in the Addreſſes of both Houſes of Parlia- 
t of ; ment of the 17th of „ gn 

acy WE < To aſſure his Majeſty of our rede 
In- 2 | — that in this as in every other in- 
ibly WE tance, we ſhall be faithfully repreſented to 
Pro- his Majeſty by a Chief Governor who has 
cel- been in every inſtance a faithful Repreſenta- 
apl- 1 tive of the beſt of Kings, and finally to 
„ atreat his Majeſty will of his Royal Good- 
L neſs be graciouſly pleaſed to conſider this 


N 


to far = pur mu Addreſs as an additional proof, 


greed 5 Euer our dicht to e the f eedom of | 
gepeal Great Britain, has confirmed us in a deter- 
tote, it : ination to ſhare her fate alſo, ſtanding and 
| upon 2 falling with the Britiſh Nation, which we 
Houſe humbly conceive we cannot more fully 
theres 7 Erince than by ſhewing that we are equally 
Hated 5 ſolicitous 
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